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Dear Members and Friends of the RSL Hellenic-Bwmnch

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of our Committee to wish all our
Vet erans, member s an dThd blisteis on my teehhaveynév
healed after walking the Kokoda track earlier this year. Hopefully | will see you
our next formal functionwhich isthe SubbranchChristmas dinner.1 6 m ysw r
will enjoy thisedition of theR e t u r n e dApdStoatosiNewstetter

Steve KyritsisPresident

Inside this Issue- Walking the Kokoda track
. !\:’i“\" T3 ’(‘ 1‘.‘ g , ' T ) ’

Steve takes up the Challenge

In 1942 the Australian Territories of
Papua and New Guinea were as much
part of Australia as the Northern
Territory. It is then quite true to say the
Australian soil was invaded by Japan i
1942. The centre piece of this invasior|
was an attempt to capPort Moreshy
via the Kokoda track. From Port
Moresby thelapaneseould, if they
desired, launch an invasion of the easi
coast of mainland Australia. Without it
they could not.

(Continued on pagé)
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http://kokoda.commemoration.gov.au/about-the-kokoda-track/kokoda-track-location.php
http://kokoda.commemoration.gov.au/war-in-papua/port-moresby.php
http://kokoda.commemoration.gov.au/four-peoples-at-war/japanese-at-kokoda.php
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Date Milestones and Past Events
Monday Book Presentation- GreekAustralians in the Australian Forces WWMNIWI | 0
15" April the Brisbane Hellenic RSL Stiranch QLD with the Cultural Committee of the
Greek Orthodox Community of St George.
19" July 96" Anniversary of the Battle of FromellesWWI
27" July 2013 60" anniversary to the end of active fighting during th®@rean War and the Day

the Armistice was signed.

Sunday 18 August | Vietnam Veterans Day- honous our Servicemeand womerwho served &died
in the Vietham Wafd96272. In total 60,000 Australians served in Vietham, with
520 deaths (including 200 National Servicemen) and 2500 wounded.

Wednesday % Battle for Australia Day- commemorates all who serveddted in the defence of

September Australiaduring theNew Guineacampaign durind.942 &1943WWII. It is marked
on the first Wednesday of each September.

Sunday Fat her & the Helleyic SuiBranch.

8" September 2013

€. Mor e Afzacaay 2013

Pictured left to right Manny Karvelas (Senior Vice
President), Bill Mountgouris and George Makris.

Would you believe that this was the first ever Anza
Day parade attended by Bill and George?

Leading Aircraftsman George Makris served with tH
RAAF from 19431946 and spent time in what was
then known as Dkch New Guinea.

Private Bill Mountgouris served with the Australian
Army from 19431946 and also spent time in the
Pacific.

15" April 2013 - Book Presentation at the Brisbane Hellenic RSL SuBranch QLD

| would like to thank the Cultural Committeétbe Greek Orthodox Community of St George together with the
Brisbane Hellenic RSL SuBranch QLDfor inviting me to Brisbaneon fsApr i 1| to t al k abou
Australians in the Australian For ces swWWwWhtindudidMgwiel o .
Presidenbf the Greek Orthodox Community Mim Georgiou, Dr Vlass Efstathis, President of the Hellenic RSL
SubBranch QLD, General John Pearn Vietnam Veteran, Dr lan H#ilies Professional Historian Canbemad
Vietnam VeteranThe event was organized by Mom Dracopoulos anilirs Anna Efstathadou. | thank them both
for their true Greek hospitality whilst | was in Brisbane.

Steve Kyritsis
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Date Future Events
Monday OHI (No) Day. We commemorate the day"28ctober 1940 when the
28" October 2013 | Greek Government gave a resounding No (OHI) to the Italian Mussoli
Government demands to cross into Greece as part of their Axis Allian
war plans. The very next day, Greece was invaded by 10 Italian Divisi
(200,000 men), theby bringing it into World War Two.
Our SubBranch members will begin OHI Day by attending a Church
service at the Greek Orthodox Church South Melbourne (9:30am start
There will be two wreath laying ceremonies, first®.00noorat the
Australian Hellere Memorial (Birdwood Avenue near the Shrine of
Remembrance). At 1.00pm, we lay wreaths within the Melbourne Shri
Remembrance. We conclude with a light complimentary lunch back at
club rooms. All members are welcome.
Remembrance Day11.00am at the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrang

1TH

Monday1
November2013
Saturdayevening This year the Hellenic Sub branch of the RSL will celebrateCtuistmas
14" December 2013| function earlyat our clubroomsAs with every year, our annual raffle is ¢
again with many great Prizes. The Raffle ticket price is only $2 each ti
Please support the sub branch by selling all your tickets.

We are saddened by the passing of
Mr Allan Thomas Stewart

A WWII Veteran, Allan was one of th
original 639er s a
Greek Campaign during 19411. He was
a regular special guest at Hellenic St
Branch wreath laying ceremonies a
Battle of Crete functions.

The RSL Hellenic SulBranch would
like to passon our Condolences to th
Stewart family.

11" January 1916 31% August 2013
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Walking the Kokoda track - Steve takes up the Challengé € € é é Continued from pagel

Whilst writing my book, GreelAustralians in the Australian Armed Forces WWI & WWII, | discovered that many
GreekAustralianshad served in thHew Guineacampaign durind942and1943 People such alkohn Manolitsas

of the 39" Battalion, the three Manusu brothers of the 2/1 Battalion, two of which were killed three dayshaipart
fighting at Eora Creek and ¢éimedicKonstantinos Vafiopoulowho was compelled to amputate the leg of a
wounded digger to save hislifeonwhdtlar became t he 56000 AustralianCAomy,RAAFR 0 C
and RAN personnel were involved alongside 24,000 US troops in operations against 27,000 Japanese troops.

Bomana War Cemetery New Guinea. This is the lar One of the many small creek crossings
war cemetery in the region \mit 3,779 graves g
Australian and Allied servicemen, including 7
unidentified servicemen.

Each year five thousand Australians take up the mentally and physically challengingviasiirtd the Kokoda
track | decided | had to walk this famous 96km long tra@&cause of the difficult mountainous jungle terréin,
was advisedo best get fiif | wanted to complete the trekly 4 month physical training plan included daily hour
|l ong wal ks, c¢climbing then descending Mt MacedAbof,
this was done imalking boots,not runners (aold infartry trick to get used to blistérd was readyor at least |
thought | was

Onthe 3f'June | arrived inPapua New Guinea fartwelve day trek ahefamous Kokoda Tracwith seven
others in the groupVow. We trekked aoss some of the most beautifetrain | have ever seen. Jungle
everywherethe many rivers and creeks presented lots of obstadmetainsandmoremountainsMy mind often
flashed back to my timgpentin the Viethamese Jungle in 1968 with the 3RiARntry battalion This terrainvas
much more ruggednd | am verynuch older than in 1968was glad did not have to carry more than my 15kg
pack.Thank goodness the mountain altitudes were a relatively ce?¥ 2egrees withittle humidity and few
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mosquitosWe walked9-10 hrsper day sometimes only travetig at about two kilometres per hou®ccasionally
we stopped at local villages@éb ought fruit from the | ocal s. ziTehseor, e
natives that helped many of the Australian troops durin@®2-43 campaign.

After 12 long days | had completed my trek acribesKokoda trackl lost 4kg of weight during my pre trigness
training andokg during he 12 day trekOn the plane trip home | thought to myself, how did they fight on that tralil
over 60 years ago&t parts, only wide enough for one maach onearryingarifle, ammunition, webbingpack,
food rationsand water?l was very tired but my md was buzzing. An experience | will never forget.

Above- One of the small villages on the way to Koko

Righti Yet another river crossing

Did You Know?

Together with twdHellenic Navy HN) Corvettes, RHS KRIEZIS and RHS TOMBAZIS, the following féineek
Merchant Marine GMM) cargo ships participated the 1944 WWII allied Normandy invasien

2 C/S "AGIOS SPYRIDON", captained by George Samothrakis,

C/S "GEORGIOS P.", captained by Dimdsi Parisis,

C/S "AMERIKI", captaned by Spyridon Theofilatos,

C/S "HELLAS", captained by George Trilivas.
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Veterans that attended the Medalpresentation ceremonyfor Australian Servicemen ofthe WWII Greek
Campaign. The event was heldt the Greek Consulate in Melbourneon Monday 27" May 2013.

(Photo submitted by KeFsirigotis)

Left to Righti Jim Tsiporiadis (WWII 194:46), Jim Saratsiotis (Korea 1954),
Ignatios Doukelis (Korea 195339t Ken Tsirigotis (Afghanistan, East Timor 4
tours),Captain Nick Politis (Afghanistan

Theo Spanos (Korea 195Theo Spirakos (WWII 19426).

The Hellenic Commemorative medal of the Greek Campaign-424ifat is
applicable to Australian Servicemen that served in Greece WWII during this
period.This is not a new medahd was first awarded by the Grg@kvernment
in the1980s.

Next EditonRet ur ned Sol diiDeerout November2d13 at os 0O
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